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> Presidential election, due in May 2018

> Fragile peace accord-Ended longest civil wars

» accord between the Colombian security force
s and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Col
ombia (FARC) had won President Juan Manu
el Santos the Nobel Peace Prize-2016

» In all, the anti-accord parties have 50 seats
in a House of 102- Senate Election

> Ruling Social Party of National Unity
won just 14 seats

» Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (F
ARC)- tinished with less than 1% of the vote
, but is assured representation in parliament
thanks to the accord

» The next couple of months will be crucial for

the pro—accord forces

Venezuela
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Separate freedoms
> Why did the court extend the deadline on linking Aadhaar to various services, but refuse to

grant one for welfare plans?

> Last year- 9-judge bench of Supreme Courtin K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India

» Central government Said- fundamental right to privacy- Elitist concern

» Government’s duties in a welfare state

> SC- Rejection of the government’s arguments was a cause for much celebration.

» Court showed us, at least in theory, that it was willing to treat every citizen with equal

dignity, care and respect

> “Refrain that the poor need no civil and political rights and are concerned only with

economic Well—being has been utilised through history to wreak the most

egregious(Ud ) violations of human rights,”

> Privacy could never be a privilege doled out only to a select few
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Continue

» “Every individual in society irrespective of social class or economic status is entitled to the
intimacy and autonomy which privacy protects. ..

» The pursuit of happiness is founded upon autonomy and dignity

» What brought about a volte-face in the Supreme Court’s thinking, in its interim
order delivered on March 13, in the ongoing battle over the validity of the
Aadhaar programme?

» Here, the court extended the government-mandated deadline on linking Aadhaar
different services, including one’s banking and mobile phone accounts, until it delivers
a final judgment.

» But, markedly, it refused to grant a similar extension for notifications made under

Section 7 of the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benetits
and Services) Act, 2016.
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Continue
» This law, the Aadhaar Act of 2016, describes enrolment with the UIDAI as voluntary.

» But, in Section 7, it authorises both the Central and State governments to make Aadhaar

mandatory for anyone wishing to receive a subsidy, benefit or service, for which expenses

are borne from the Consolidated Fund of India
> Although this clause, at the same time, demands that the government must accept
alternate proofs of identity from persons without an Aadhaar number

> Programmes include schemes that affect access to public distribution system,

to midday meals for children, to pensions for the elderly, to public health care,
to food subsidies under the National Food Security Act, to maternity benetfits,
and to an array of other such necessities
> Every day stories abound on denial to individuals of one benetit or another access to

rations, to food, to health care- because of a failure in biometric authentication.
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» Does the court’s order tell us that rights are not sacrosanct; that individuals seeking benetits

from the state exist purely at the government’s mercy?

> The court has every power to now amend its interim order.

» Unless it does so, the social contract, undergirding the Constitution, faces the grave
threat of being reduced to rubble.
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Awash 1n water crises

» World Water Day draws closer (March 22),
> This year’s World Water Development Report makes it clear that
naturebased solutions which are also aligned with principles and aims of

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development can offer answers to our most

pressing water-related chal:_enges.

» Businessas-usual approaches to water security are no longer viable.

» Nature-based solutions hold great promise in areas which also include
sustainable food production, improved human settlements, access to drinkin
g water supplies and sanitation, water-related disaster risk reduction, and

helping to respond to the impact of climate Change on water resources.

Copyright (@ Study-IQ education Be Happy, Share & Help Each Other!!!




LALS

17 GOALS TO TRANSFORM OUR WORLD

G000 HEALTH
AND WELL-BEING

GENDER
EQUALITY

QUALITY
EDUCATION

ND
POVERTY

T il

1 RESPONSIBLE
CONSUMPTION
ANDPRODUCTION

DECENT WORK AND 9 o ek

ECORODMIC GROWTH

1 LIFE
BELOW WATER

10 REDUGED
INEQUALITIES

PARTNERSHIPS

CLIMATE
1 FOR THE GOALS

1 AGTION

<>

1 :.:IIEEI.HID

i

1 PEACE, JUSTICE
AND STRONG

INSTITUTIDONS

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

GOALS




Continue

» World’s population is expected to increase from 7.6 billion (2017) to
between 9.4 and 10.2 billion people (2050), with 2/3 of them living in cities

»UN estimates- more than half of this anticipated growth will be in Africa
(1.3 billion) and Asia (0.75 billion).

» Therefore, those most in need of water will be in developing

» Climate change is also impacting the global water cycle
» Estimated 3.6 billion people now live in areas that could face water

scarcity for at least a month in a year, with that number increasing

to 4.8 and 5.7 billion by 2050
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» India faces major threats to its water security, with most water bodies near urban
centres heavily polluted.

» Inter State disputes over river resources are also becoming more intense and widespread.

> Along with water scarcity, there is the issue of water quality.

» Since the 1990s, water pollution has worsened in most rivers in Africa, Asia and Latin
America, according to the UN Environment Programme (UNEP)

» An estimated 80% of industrial and municipal wastewater is released without
any prior treatment, with detrimental impacts on human health and ecosystems

» Central Pollution Control Board report indicates that almost half of India’s inter-State
rivers are polluted.

» It found that the untreated sewage and industrial waste was a major cause of pollution

in 16 of 40 inter-State rivers in the country.
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» Nature-based solutions can address overall water scarcity
> Environmentally-friendly agricultural systems
» Watershed management is another nature-based solution
» Constructed wetlands for wastewater treatment can also be a cost-effective
> Unplanned urban development and unwieldy growth with no hydrological plan
are causing many problems.
> Heavy rain in catchment areas- heavy rain in catchment areas
» Nature-based solutions are crucial to achieving our Sustainable Development Goals.
> Adopting them will not only improve water

management but also achieve water security.
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Today- Question- 150-250 words

» Nature-based solutions are crucial to achieving our Sustainable
Development Goals. Adopting them will not only improve water

management but also achieve water security. Comment
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Map Practice

Namibia

Currencies: Namibian dollar, South African rand
Capital: Windhoek
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Prelims Focus Facts-News Analysis

>Page-1- 39 Indians, abducted by IS in Iraq, are dead: Sushma
» External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj on Tuesday informed Rajya Sabha
that the 39 Indians, who had been abducted in Iraq in 2014, are dead.

m The events leading to Sushma Swaraj's announcement in the Lok
Sabha about the deaths in Iraq

JULY 16

V.K. Singh, MoS, MEA,
visits Iraq. Swaraj says
she'll get leads from the

Iraqi Foreign Minister

JUNE 7-9, 2014 JUNE-JULY

Harjit Masih, one of the 40 prisoners, appears in
Erbil and is debriefed by Indian and Turkish
officials. Reports say that he has been sent
home, which his family contests

Forty Indian
workers employed
by an Iraqi
construction
company, building
a part of the
University of

JULY 24

Iraqi Foreign Minister
does not confirm if the
men are alive

NOV. 27

Sushma Swaraj
announces
that the 40
men are alive

JAN. 4, 2015
Iraqgi Red Crescent =
chief says the 9
abduction is £ | JULY 26
unusual A Y s Swaraj says “it is a sin
to declare a person

Mosul, go missing

JUNE 10
ISIS gains control

P; :
| S ‘,,—)‘:
| N s L

of Mosul

JUNE 12
Families of the 40
Indians and MEA
apprised of the
abduction
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NOV. 29, 2015

PM discusses the
case with visiting
Palestinian
President
Mahmoud Abbas

AUG. 21-23, 2016

M.J. Akbar, MoS, MEA, visits
Iraq to take stock

JULY 8-9, 2017
Mosul won back by Irag

dead without concrete
evidence"

MAR. 20, 2018

Swaraj declares her
government has learnt
the 39 men are dead
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Prelims Focus Facts-News Analysis

>Page—1— SC/ST Act being used for blackmail, says top court

> Issues guidelines against arbitrary arrests of ernployees

» Anti-atrocities law, which protects Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
from casteist slurs and discrimination, has become instrument to “blackmail”
innocent citizens and public servants,Supreme Court observed in a judgment

>Issuing a slew of guidelines to protect public servants and private employees
from arbitrary arrests under the Atrocities Act, the court directed that public
servants can only be arrested with the written permission of
their appointing authority

> In the case of private employees, the Senior Superintendent of Police concerned
should allow it
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Prelims Focus Facts-News Analysis

»Page-1- More autonomy for JNU, Hyderabad university

»HRD Minister Prakash Javadekar announces new scheme for quality instituti
ons in the country

» Jawaharlal Nehru University and University of Hyderabad are two Central
institutions that will be granted highest autonomy as Category-1 institutions

under the new scheme of higher autonomy for quality institutions.

» Banaras Hindu University, Aligarh Muslim University and the English and For

eign Languages University, Telangana, are in Category-2, which too enjoys

high autonomy

» Announced Minister of Human Resource Development Prakash Javadeka
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Prelims Focus Facts-News Analysis

>U.P says no to new engineering colleges

> 62% vacant seats in existing institutions

> India joins Europe’s satellite data sharing pool— called Copernicus.
> Can exchange earth observation information
> Return get to access free data from Europe’s six Sentinel satellites and those

of other space agencies that are part of the programme, at their cost.
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Prelims Focus Facts-News Analysis
» Centre wants ‘humane’ AFSPA

» Minister, however, says there is no plan to withdraw the Act in Kashmir

>Operationally eftective and humane

A W TRl S S
Possible changes: The Act may continue in the same formin
Jammu and Kashmir. =nissar AMMAD
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Prelims Focus Facts-News Analysis

> Xi ﬂags nationalism to begin his second term in office
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Last Day- Q’s- Answers...

v’ AYUSH Ministry was founded on 9th of November, 2014

v’ Earlier it was known a the Department of Indian System of Medicine & Homeopathy (ISM & H) which was created
in March 1995- It operated under the "Ministry of Health & Family Welfare."
Stockholm | ' | P
v' AYUSH stands for Ayurveda,Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha & Homeopathy. o ;ez'ea'lff,f T:;It?tﬁe eace

Formation 6 May 1966
\/ 1 1 Purpose Provides data, analysis and
World Trade Organlsatlon (WTO) recommendations, based on open

v’ It established on 1st Of January, 1995. Headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. sources, to policymakers,

researchers, media and the

v It's purpose is regulating world's trade.

interested public

v Earlier it was known a "General Aoreement on Traffic and Trade (GATT). Website  www.sipriorgi
g

v" Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) Founder- Government of Sweden
v The World's highest armed exporting countries

v" United States of America

v" Russia

v' Freedom of Religion kept under the "Article 25 - 28," of FR.
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